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SIS Level of Service

Prepared by: Susan E. O'Rourke, P.E., Inc.
428 SW Akron Avenue, Suite 1A
Stuart, FL 34994

e Request that the FDOT provide actual capacity of the facilities shown on the
maps for discussion at next meeting.

e The SIS, by definition, is to be a continuous network that moves people and
goods in an efficient manner.

e When the capacity changes at “paper boundaries” there are significant,
negative consequences.

e Example, I-95 changes from 5530 vehicles per hour to 3110 vehicles then
back to 5530 per hour at various points from Palm Beach County through
Martin County to St. Lucie County.

e For example: Level of Service B, Rural is just 230 vehicles per hourin a
direction. (V& 1120 Uchon)

e All two lane highways designates as SIS, must widen when this threshold is
reached or request a variance. (Think 250,000 square feet of research and
development would trigger the need to widen the road to 4 lanes)

e |local government (local taxpayer) is being asked to pay for the widening of
SIS and/ or provide parallel facilities to “protect” the SIS from local trips or
go through the lengthy variance process to get relief. Cost and duration
make the variance process an inefficient alternative to solving a system-
wide problem.

e Local government is passing cost on to land owners.

e Land owners cannot pay impact fees, local impacts and SIS impacts.

e Local government and state government bringing in new target businesses
are being faced with inability to move forward or adding significant costs to
widen roads when over only one half of the capacity is being used on the
roadway.

e Limited dollars should be spent efficiently.




Environmental impacts are increased by requiring more lanes and wider
roads through rural areas to carry the same amount of traffic on fewer
lanes through urban areas.

State road policies are controlling local land use decisions and economic
strategies.

Small rural communities cannot afford to maintain the level of service.
Transit cannot compete with LOS B.

Looking at the big picture and to the future vision for SIS --
Propose Level of Service D throughout the SIS based on design and not
area. This level of service is consistent with most agencies’ level of service
thresholds and represents an efficient use of funding.
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