
Posted Response to Comments submitted by Florida Regional Councils Association, 

Executive Directors Advisory Committee

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) recently solicited comments regarding “Florida's Consultative Planning Process for Non-metropolitan Areas.”  In response, the Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) Executive Directors Advisory Committee recommended Rural Planning Organizations (RPO) be established for each Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) district comprised of representatives from each of the board of county commissioners from the rural counties within the district.
Regional transportation planning has long been a priority of the department.  Over the past few years, the department has supported efforts to develop regional visions and action plans to more closely integrate transportation, land use, economic, community, and environmental systems to guide transportation decision making and investments.  Also, the department has worked with rural officials in the Heartland area to support the development of regional transportation plan and long range transportation plans in the individual counties. In addition, after the creation of the Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) in 2005, FDOT began providing matching funds for improvements to regionally significant transportation facilities identified and prioritized by regional partners, including those in the rural areas.
At this point, the department is uncertain how FRCA’s proposal may impact the existing planning processes established in state law and how the affected rural local officials feel about FRCA’s proposed change in the consultative process.  For example, under existing law rural counties are treated the same as metropolitan planning organization and annually submit work program priorities to the department.  Under the FRCA proposal, would Regional Planning Organizations set work program project priorities for rural counties?
This year the Department will begin to update the Florida Transportation Plan (FTP) and work with our partners to address the many important issues facing the state’s transportation system.  This could be an excellent forum for discussing FRCA’s proposal and other opportunities for improving regional transportation planning in Florida.
FDOT looks forwarding to continuing this dialog working with our partners to improve non-metropolitan planning.

