Response to Website Comment Received on "Florida's Consultative Planning 
Process for Non-metropolitan Areas"

1. Please provide your contact information below (Optional):

Name: - Christopher C. Cooke 

Company: - Central Florida Center for Rapid Rail Transit 

Address: - 2693 Leafy Way Ln 

City/Town: - Deltona 

State: - FL 

ZIP/Postal Code: - 32725 

Email Address: - christophercausland@yahoo.com 

Phone Number: - 386 789 2421 

2. Please provide your comments below to the document "Florida's Consultative Planning Process for Non-metropolitan Areas": 

The DRAFT Plan proposed mentions that, "to be eligible for TRIP funding, regional transportation partners must develop a regional transportation plan identifying regionally significant transportation facilities and prioritizing regional transportation projects." Ergo, both MPO's and associated non-urban areas that are forecast to be an integral part of the urban area within twenty years, (i.e. THE FUTURE MPO areas, defined in the DRAFT plan as followes: "The MPO planning area includes the urbanized area plus the area expected to become urbanized in 20 years.") must consult and develop a regionally comprehensive transportation plan to meet current and future needs. Such a place is Central Florida along the I-4 corridor and rural environs between Tampa and Daytona Beach. Despite exhaustive research, environmental impact studies (EIS) and engineering implementation programs highlighting the practicality and advisability of rapid transit for Central Florida, nothing significant is in the offing beyond CDX leased partial use right of way along track traditionally reserved for freight and very limited AMTRAK passenger service. Central Floridians deserve more than what traditional projected ridership programs such as FSUTMAS modeling would reward them with. We have been the fastest growing and most dynamic economic nexus for goods and services in the state for years running. In the current slowdown, nothing would revive our state's lagging tourism nor provide as much of an economic stimulus as rapid rail implementation in accordance with all previous studies and federal subsidies tabled by political vicissitudes and taxpayer ambivalence. The people of Central Florida all recognize the need for a pragmatic alternative to continued highway expansion, enlargement, and rehabilitation. The problem of transportation gridlock in this community of millions of central Floridians tied to the I-4 corridor is just that...they are tied umbilically to a single source transportation network that can not expand fast enough to meet present let alone future demand with pat highway-only solutions. For safety, for fast and efficient mass mobility, for economic recovery, and for citizen convenience and affordability, nothing even comes close to rapid rail transit provided funding covers both fixed right of way and a full complement of dedicated transit auxiliary vehicles/service network. No regional agreement for provision of needed park and ride lots, dedicated and frequent bus service to interconnect rail stations and passenger destinations, and unequivocal alignments of track near or along the I-4 road corridor have been put in place to ensure matching fed funds for TRIP purposes. How can a citizenry and general population so hungry for answers to the current energy crisis and now global economic recession NOT SEE THE VALUE AND PROMISE IN A LARGE SCALE RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM THAT PROMISES TO END ROAD CONGESTION, SAVE OIL, TAXPAYER DOLLARS, AND THE SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT BY CURTAILING SOME OF THE INSANITY OF UNENDING ROADWORK AND REWIDENING AND PUTTING INTO PLACE A WORLD CLASS RAPID TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM TO COMPETE DOMESTICALLY AND GLOBALLY IN THE 21ST CENTURY? How can anyone dispute the VALUE AND PROMISE OF RAPID RAIL TO ALLEVIATE CENTRAL FLORIDA WOES AND BEGIN TO RESPOND TO THE CITIZENS' DEMANDS FOR A TIMELY ANSWER TO THEIR PRESENT AND FORECASTED DILEMMA OF GRIDLOCK AND ECONOMIC STAGNATION ON THE CUSP OF UNMITIGATED PRIOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY (SEE 2002-2007 economic statistical data reaffiriming Central Florida as the state's leading economic sector and, nationwide, always first, second, or third fastest growing area.)? Why isn't the public's demand for effective intermodal transportation alternatives such as rapid rail never fully realized nor implemented? FDOT districts review local government comprehensive plans and comment on any inconsistencies with the goals of the Strategic Intermodal System3 (SIS), and the Transportation Regional Incentive Program4 (TRIP) and Florida Transportation Plan. The districts coordinate these reviews with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA). DCA determines whether local government comprehensive plans are in compliance with state regulations. This same process is conducted as part of the reviews of developments of regional impacts. These efforts involve coordinating and communicating with various local and state government officials. Regional planning councils (RPCs), composed of local elected and appointed officials and lay citizens, consider planning and development issues from a multi-county perspective. Florida’s 11 RPCs review and comment on local government comprehensive plans, particularly for regional issues. They are responsible for the development of strategic regional policy plans containing regional goals and policies for transportation, economic development, natural resources and other issues. There are 26 metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in Florida’s urbanized areas.5 Each MPO is responsible for developing long range transportation plans, transportation improvement programs and setting transportation funding priorities. The MPO planning area includes the urbanized area plus the area expected to become urbanized in 20 years. Some MPOs and rural counties have formed regional partnerships to develop regional visions to guide future growth and plans to identify and implement regional transportation priorities. For example, to be eligible for TRIP funding, regional transportation partners must develop a regional transportation plan identifying regionally significant transportation facilities and prioritizing regional transportation projects. As of September 2008, 58 out of 67 Florida counties entered into TRIP partnerships. FDOT is responsible for planning, operating and maintaining the State Highway System. FDOT assists local governments, metropolitan and regional agencies and the private sector in providing 3 The Strategic Intermodal System is the statewide network of high priority transportation facilities established in accordance with Chapter 339, Florida Statutes. 4 The Transportation Regional Incentive Program is designed to encourage regional planning by providing state matching funds for improvements to regionally significant transportation facilities identified and prioritized by regional partners. 5 Every ten years, the U.S. Census designates urbanized areas, which are densely pop
FDOT Response:
As the commenter indicated, effective intermodal transportation alternatives are needed in the central Florida region.  The Florida Department of Transportation, as well as many groups and citizens, agree transit options are part of the solution to our statewide transportation needs.  At this time, however, the department is soliciting feedback specific to “Florida’s Consultative Process for Non-metropolitan Areas.” These comments and questions related to the need for transit will be forwarded to staff in our Transit Office.
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