
·Department of Business and Professional Regulation approved 
·FDOT is Provider #0001380
·Course # 0008324
·)ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ *ÅÆÆ #ÁÓÔÅÒ Ǫ ȣȣȣ
· If you signed in and stay, you will get two credits
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Two Continuing Education Credits
ÅStudents preparing to practice highway landscape architecture will learn about 
the Federal, State, and local laws pertaining to landscape architecture and outdoor 
advertising in Florida.  
ÅThis course is a pre-requisite for the BOLA approved two hour continuing 
education class Highway Landscape Architecture & Outdoor Advertising Hands 
On Training.
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·The Highway Beautification Act , was signed by the 
President on October 22, 1965. This created "23 USC 
131" or Section 131 of Title 23, United States Code 
(1965), commonly referred to as "Title I of the Highway 
Beautification Act of 1965
·control of outdoor advertising , including removal of 

certain types of signs 
·required certain junkyards to be removed or screened 

and encouraged scenic enhancement and roadside 
development.
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· Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙÓ ÉÓ Á ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢȱ ,"*

· The President had surgery to remove his gall 
bladder and a kidney stone at Bethesda Naval 
(ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌȢ ȣ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÈÉÔÅ (ÏÕÓÅ 
ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ȣ ÈÅ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ 
the hospital to the White House along the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway:

· Ȱ) ÓÁ× .ÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÐÕÒÅÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÄÏÇ×ÏÏÄÓ ÈÁÄ 
turned red. The maple leaves were scarlet and gold . 
. . . And not one foot of it was marred by a single 
unsightly man-made obstruction--no advertising 
signs, no junkyards. Well, doctors could prescribe 
ÎÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȢȱ  He added:

· Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ Á ×ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÕÓ 
and the beauty of our countryside. In our eagerness 
to expand and improve, we have relegated nature to 
a weekend role, banishing it from our daily lives. I 
think we are a poorer nation as a result. I do not 
choose to preside over the destiny of this country 
and to hide from view what God has gladly given.  
"ÅÁÕÔÙ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ
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The Congress hereby finds and declares that the erection 
and maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, 
displays, and devices in areas adjacent to the Interstate 
System and the primary system should be controlled 
in order to protect the public investment in such 
highways, to promote the safety and recreational value 
of public travel, and to preserve natural beauty.
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·ȣÁÎÙ 3ÔÁÔÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ ÈÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÁÄÅ 
provision for effective control of the erection and 
maintenance along the Interstate System and the primary 
system of those additional outdoor advertising signs, 
displays, and devices which are more than six hundred and 
sixty feet off the nearest edge of the right-of-way, located 
outside of urban areas, visible from the main traveled way 
of the system, and erected with the purpose of their 
message being read from such main traveled way, shall be 
reduced by amounts equal to 10 per centum of the 
amounts which would otherwise be apportioned to such 
3ÔÁÔÅ ȣȢ
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· size, lighting and spacing

· within six hundred and sixty feet of the 
nearest edge of the right-of-way within 
areas adjacent to the Interstate and 
primary systems which are zoned 
industrial or commercial under authority 
of State law 

· Any State highway department which has, 
ȣ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎ agreement with the 
Secretary to control the erection and 
maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, 
ȣ ÉÎ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÓÔÁÔÅ 
System shall be entitled to receive the 
bonus payments as set forth in the 
agreement, but no such State highway 
department shall be entitled to such 
payments unless the State maintains the 
control required under such agreement
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/41/Reubin_Askew.jpg


ARTICLE II GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 7. Natural resources and scenic beauty. --

(a) It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and 
protect its natural resources and scenic beauty
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·479.015Legislative intent with respect to 
regulation of signs in areas adjacent to state 
highways. --The control of signs in areas adjacent 
to the highways of this state is declared to be 
necessary to protect the public investment in the 
state highways; to attract visitors to this state by 
conserving the natural beauty of the state; to 
preserve and promote the recreational value of 
public travel; to assure that information in the 
specific interest of the traveling public is 
presented safely and aesthetically; to enhance the 
economic well-being of the state by promoting 
tourist -oriented businesses, such as public 
accommodations, vehicle services, attractions, 
campgrounds, parks, and recreational areas; and 
to promote points of scenic, historic, cultural, and 
educational interest. 
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· 479.02 Duties of the department. --It shall be 
the duty of the department to: 

· Administer and enforce the provisions of this 
chapter and the agreement between the state and 
the United States Department of Transportation 
relating to the size, lighting, and spacing of signs 
in accordance with Title I of the Highway 
Beautification Act of 1965 and Title 23, United 
States Code, and federal regulations in effect as of 
the effective date of this act. 

· Regulate size, height, lighting, and spacing of 
ÓÉÇÎÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÉÎ ȣ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ȣ 
industrial areas on the interstate highway system 
and the federal-aid primary highway system. 

· Adopt such rules as it deems necessary or proper 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ȢȣȢȢ
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Outdoor Advertising Sign Regulation and Highway 
Beautification

·Licenses

·Permits

·Fees

·Violations

·Junkyards
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· "Business of outdoor advertising " means the business of 
constructing, erecting, operating, using, maintaining, leasing, or selling 
outdoor advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, or outdoor 
advertisements. 

· "Controlled area " shall mean 660 feet or less from the nearest edge of 
the right -of-way of any portion of the State Highway System, interstate, 
or federal-aid primary system and beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge 
of the right -of-way of any portion of the State Highway System, 
interstate, or federal-aid primary system outside an urban area. 

· "Nonconforming sign " means a sign which was lawfully erected but 
which does not comply with the land use, setback, size, spacing, and 
lighting provisions of state or local law, rule, regulation, or ordinance 
passed at a later date or a sign which was lawfully erected but which 
later fails to comply with state or local law, rule, regulation, or 
ordinance due to changed conditions. 
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· "Sign" means any combination of structure and message in the form of an 
outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing, message, placard, 
poster, billboard, advertising structure, advertisement, logo, symbol, or other 
form, whether placed individually or on a V-type, back-to-back, side-to-side, 
stacked, or double-faced display or automatic changeable facing, designed, 
intended, or used to advertise or inform, any part of the advertising message or 
informative contents of which is visible from any place on the main-traveled 
way. The term does not include an official traffic control sign, official marker, 
or specific information panel erected, caused to be erected, or approved by the 
department. 

· "Sign direction" means that direction from which the message or informative 
contents are most visible to oncoming traffic on the main-traveled way. 

· "Sign face" means the part of the sign, including trim and background, which 
contains the message or informative contents. 

· "Sign facing" includes all sign faces and automatic changeable faces displayed 
at the same location and facing the same direction. 
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·No person shall engage in the business of outdoor 
advertising in this state without first obtaining a ÌÉÃÅÎÓÅȣ

·ȣ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÅÒÅÃÔȟ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅȟ ÕÓÅȟ ÏÒ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎȟ ÏÒ 
cause to be erected, operated, used, or maintained, any 
sign on the State Highway System outside an incorporated 
area or on any portion of the interstate or federal-aid 
primary highway system without first obtaining a ÐÅÒÍÉÔȣ

·The annual permit fee for each sign facing shall be 
established by the department by rule in an amount 
sufficient to offset the total cost to the department for the 
program, but shall not exceed $100.
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Spacing, Height, and Size

·One thousand five hundred feet from any other permitted sign on 
the same side of the highway, if on an interstate highway. 

·One thousand feet from any other permitted sign on the same 
side of the highway, if on a federal-aid primary highway. 

·The minimum spacing provided in this paragraph does not 
preclude the permitting of V -type, back-to-back, side-to-side, 
stacked, or double-faced signs at the permitted sign site. 

·Exceeds 50 feet in sign structure height above the crown of the 
main-traveled way, if outside an incorporated area; 

·Exceeds 65 feet in sign structure height above the crown of the 
main-traveled way, if inside an incorporated area; or 

·Exceeds 950 square feet of sign facing including all 
embellishments.
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lynn.holschuh@dot.state.fl.us

http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/RightofWay/

www.MyFloridaBeautiful.com 
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